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The Belief of the ATaaxas1 


—_ 4. 


an Creed 


not required. by the Church of England: as 


"neceſſary to Salvation. 
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In a Letter to a Friend. 


4. LS 


My worthy and dear Friend ; 

IR, You cannot but remem- 

_ ord nx) ave ae late- 

v in your Company, 

; therovrne ; Diſconrſecon- 
cerning the Dodtrine of the Holy 
Trinity, asdelivered in the Creed 
calld AMbanaſuws; and thatthere 
was a Perſon preſeng who decla- 
red his Opinion to be, that the 
Church: of England did” not re- 
quire the Beliet of that Doctrine 
as neceſſary to eternal Salvation, 
and the Reaſons he gives for that 
his Opinion are briefly theſe, viz. 

1. Becauſe (faith he) no Per- 
ſons are by the Church of Eng- 
land (nor I verily think by any 
Church) ever baptized into the 
Faith, as contained in that Creed, 
but in the Apoſtles Creed. 

2. As Perſons are admitted by 
the Church of England into her 
Communion without the Belief 
of that Creed, fo in her Office of 


the Viſitation of the Sick they are 
not examined in it, but upon a 


"Declaration of ſtedfaſt Faith in all 


the Articles of the Apoſtles 
Creed (in which. I could; never; 
yet find any thing of an Athana- 
fran Trinity) Abſohation is grant- 
ed; and in the Office for Burial 
that Perſon-is owned to bea Chri- 
ſtian Brother : and in the laſt 
Clauſe of the Exhortation, imme- 
diately preceding the Apoſtles 
Greed, in that Office of Viſitation 
*tis plain, that he that believes 
the Articles of the Apoſtles 
Creed, doth believe as a Chriſti- 
an Man ſhould. And, | 
3. Becauſe in the Exhortation, 
almoſt at the End of Office of 
Publick Baptiſm, he that hath de- 
clared his Belief of the Articles of 
the Apoſtles Creed, is ſaid to be- 
lieve in God; and in the ſame 
Exhortation the Child ' ( as to- 
A Faith) 
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do not *, 
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tion, 1. 
which = 
Proſelytes 
conſequently 
clade thoſe 
| being required o_ for ; 
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F it is evident by the Office of 


Baptiſm, no- other can be under- 
$oodio the iſmal Vow. 
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do ſubſcribe ghem, give his 
Vow that was made in unfeigaed Aſſeat and: Conſent to 
at Baptiſm, which was the ſame.. To-which may be an- 
e the Articles. of the A- ſwered; 
Creed; and neither the 1. That thoſe 39 Articles are 
, of England, nor yet any not Articles of Faith but Peace, 
- ever dared yet to impoſt as ſeveral of her moſt learned Bi- 
Atbanaſian Creed” as a Condi- ſhops have plainly declared. See 
of iſm, no more than _ Archbiſh. Brombal's Schiſm guard- 
IV. and his Council of Trent, ed, p. 396, Which e 1s both: 
dared to impoſe their novel Faith cited and approved excel» 
& ai Condition of the ſame, but lent Biſhop Fowler, in his Free Di- 
content themſelves (as we do) ſcourſe, And the Biſhops Ls; 
.with that which: bears the Name Taylor, Sanderſon, have ex i 
of the Apoſtles, as containing the themſelves to the” fame s 
-Abſtra& of all Primitive Chriſtia= And io a word, the Title. of the: 
nity.. See Dr. Ford's Sermon be- Articles ſays as much. 
tbre. the Lord-Mayor, June 5, 
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” why. 
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the Holy Trinity, as 
delivered in the Creed called: 4 


thana/nua's. 

$ol. To this it may be anſwer- 
ed; (1) 'Tis not ſaid as neceſſary 
to Salvation. (2) In that very 
$th Article the Chorch doth not 
abſolvtely require the Belief of it, 


but for that, or ſuppoſing it may 
be. proved firmly from the Holy 


- 


Y 
cluded and proved by the H.Scri 
ture. You may ſee the like in the: 


Form of conſecrating Biſhops, 


ine is to be look'd vpon” as- 
ſtrange, and that we muſt not re-- | 
tain 3n erronious Doctrine, be- | 
cauſe it has been of long ſtanding... 

And further, in the fourth Que- 
ſtion and Anſwer, ibthe Form of 
conſecrating Bi : The Biſhop: 
to be conſecrat promiſe to- 
drive away all - erronious- and 
ſtrange* Dodrine contrary to; 
God's Word, and both privately, 
and publickly to ca upon others: 
todo the ſame | But- 


| 
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But to end, ſuppoſing but not © 


granting that the Church of Eng- 
land had 
Dotrine of the Holy Trinity, as 
delivered in the Creed calPd the 
Atbanaſian, ? | 

r. She doth not aſſume the Pri- 
vilege of Infallibility, for then 
ſke would be guilty of that which 
ſhe charges (and that juſtly) as a 
Crime on the Church of Rome. 

2. In Article 2s the Church of 

England ſets forth what Authori- 
ty it is ſhe tlaims in Matters of 
Faith, or 'Tather diſclaims what 
Authority ſhe hath not. 

if. I's not an Authority to 
impoſe any thing contrary to the 
writtea Wordof God. Nor, 


2dy, An Authority to expound 
one Place of Scripture that it may 
be contrary to another ; plainly 
that as the Church ought not to 
decree any thing contrary to the 
ſame, ſo beſides the ſame ſhe 
ought not todecree any thing to 
be believed for Neceſlity of Sal- 
vation. 

Now from what hath been ſaid 
it ſeems to follow, * that the 
Church of England doth not re- 
© quire the Belief of the Dodtrine 

of theHoly Trinity as delivered 
in the Athanaſian Creed asneceſ- 
-fary to Salvation, For, 
-If ſhe baptizeth not into that 
Faith, if he is ſaid to believe as a 
Chriſtian Man ought to believe, 


vired the Belief of the 


that declares his Belief of only 
the Apoſtles Creed, / and-is there- 
upon owned as « Chriſtian Bro- 
ther; if thereby he is ſaid to be- 
lieve in God ;, to believe all. the 
Articles of the Chriſtian Faith 5 
if the Perſon to be confirmedre- 
news only a Promiſe to believe 
the Apoltles Creed ; if the Do» 
Grine of the*Holy Trinity is not 
to be believed by being in the 
39 Articles, or by. their being 
ſubſcribed to, they being no Ar- 
ticles of Faith, as by the Title of 
them and Preface before them is 
evident, no Perſon being baptized 
into them," And the ſixth Arti- 
cle being a Key toall the reſt, and 
ſhewing us very plainly how far 


they are to be believed; and if 
whatſoever elſe is before allerted 


is evidently to be ſeen, it appears 
for thoſe Reaſons, that the Do- 
Erine of the Trinity, as ſet down 
in the Athanaſpan Creed, is not 
ſuch an Article of Faith, in the 
Opinion of the Church, as is ne- 
ceſſarily to be believed in order 
to eternal Salvation. Thus, Sir, 
according to my-mean Ability, I 
have faithfully and conſcientiouſ- 
ly diſcharged my Promiſe, and 
beg the Favour - of a Line, if this 
come ſafe to your Hands. I am, 


Sir, 


Yours, 


FINTIS. 
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